CAVIARE  TO   CAPITAL

miles. Damage to the cars, considering we had tried them
high, was not heavy: six punctures, two split tyres, one
brake-rod twice broken, one fan-blade sheered off because
the driver put an oil tin in the way, and one front spring.
A horn twice refused to function, and one of the cars lost
the oil supply in its hydraulic brake system.

Given time, we could have motored thousands of miles
from the Caspian to Cape Comorin over a growing network
of roads. We thought the way through the Chalus Gorge,
over the Elburz range, surely had no equal; built for more
than a hundred miles at a cost of over a million sterling,
linking the Shah's estates to his capital. Hitherto, farm
produce from the coast had to skirt the mountains, either via
Resht over the Manjil Pass to Kazvin, or to the East. Ex-
perts considered the direct route too expensive and difficult
to build, but Riza brooked no refusal. Throughout its
grand and rugged length steel telegraph posts pointed the
new road. Upon the uplands, flocks grazed in rich pastures,
gay with wild hollyhocks, blue anchusa, purple orchis, and a
hundred other blooms.- The only signs of habitation were
stone shelters for shepherds and road-menders, for it was
one thing to build the road and another to keep it up.
We came across gangs of workmen every fifty kilometres.
Since the rate of pay was small, and they seldom got it,
the cost to the state was negligible. The road had
been revetted above and below, although when the
last winter storms howled among the mountains, great
boulders and coursing torrents gave the engineers plenty
to do.

Turning south from the coast, we followed the valley
of the Chalus River through forty miles of dusty, wooded
hills, and entered the narrow gorge winding between rocks
thirty yards apart, sheer cliffs making the sides appear
even closer. Every turn and bend disclosed a view finer
than the last. Quite early on, the road had been cut through
a hill, small caves and stalactites on one side, and towering
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